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in 2004, when 141 women ran for the House, 88 Democrats and 53 Republicans. 
In 2010, 138 women ran for the House, 91 Democrats and 47 Republicans. Both 
of these years were particularly good years for Republican women and Republican 
candidates across the country. 

The growth in both women’s candidacies and the number of congresswomen 
since 1992 has been heavily concentrated among Democrats. Electorally experi-
enced Democratic women were better poised and more likely than Republican 
women to take advantage of the political environment in 1992, creating a partisan 
gap that persists to the present. In most cycles since 1992, Democratic women 
candidates have outnumbered Republican women by more than a two to one 
margin. In the 101st Congress (1989–1990), the parties were near gender parity: 
Democrats comprised 55% of all congresswomen. By the 111th Congress (2009–
2010), Democrats’ share of all women in the House and Senate grew to a record 
77%, dipping to 67% of women in the House and 71% of women in the Senate 
in the 112th Congress (2011–2012) following significant Republican gains in the 
2010 elections (see Figures 3-1 and 3-2).

Figure 3-1  Women in the Senate, 1981–2012, by Party
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Source: Compiled by the author using data from the Center for American Women and 
Politics, http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu.


